It is not desirable, however, to bewail ourselves whenever the occasion presents itself. We hope the time is not far off when this country will again take the place in physiology it has held and ought now A more general law is thus seen to be in operation, which is further exemplified in the fact that the respiration of the tissues is more active in small animals.
The effect of obstruction to the entry and exit of air in respiration has been shown by Marey to be to render the movements slower and more simple, the rhythm also being altered by prolongation of inspiration. This is when the obstruction is moderate only ; when it is considerable, giving rise to dyspnoea, but not to such a degree as to excite struggling, Bert finds the effect to be first a storing of the respiration, then a quickening with diminished amplitude. When the obstruction is carried so far as to excite intense dyspnoea and struggling, the respiratory movements are irregular, slow, and deficient in amplitude at first, then as the animal becomes more quiet and insensible very regular and more ample. If the obstruction to the passage of air is in one direction only, the corresponding period is prolonged; when it is to expiration the chest gradually becomes distended and the anguish is extreme.
In immediate relation with the respiratory movements stands the question of the influence of the vagus and other nerves on their rate, rhythm, and amplitude. This has been anew investigated by Bert, who has brought to bear upon it ingenious applications of the graphic method. Unfortunately, however, the concomitant effects on the frequency and force of Reviews.
[Oct., the heart's action and on the arterial blood-pressure are not noted. And although the problem is simpler in the case of the respiratory movements, and the dependence of these on variations in the circulation is less direct and immediate than the dependence of the heart's action, and the blood pressure on the respiration and on each other, we can never be assured that secondary causes 
